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When Christian Broughton finds himself eating petals for dinner, he knows he’s in for a bunch of fun —and a long evening

% hall we go up to dhe library?™ Hold
* om, Professor Plum, This can't be
W right. Four friends have just arrived
! st e dlinmer and e getting scquainted
or re-acquainted in the front room, when in
comes one of wnights hoses, John Tiblle,
and invites us 1o the reading room. Buz then
hiiss rone of vosce changes: “I'll being the cham-
pagne.” OK, things might be all right afrer all
It’s not every day yon get to nose around in
someone’s library. For starters, its not many
homes that have a lileary, but here we are,
surrounded by o Farrow & Ball dark green
and that emusky, cedary smell of, well, books.
It feelks Iike a grear place w drink bubbily with
fricnls, perchod on the arm of the leather sofa
ar the comer of the antique wooden desk, As
in all the other rooms - excepe one of the two

Florist Ercols Moran| {above, with his besiness partner Kally Ellis) s ralaxed about proparing

N e, ] ke

bathrooms, which has a lime-green -
e = the furniture sits comfortably with
the onigmal finings of the four-storey Victosan
townhouse, Theres something otherworldly
about having a roam lined with books, a deca-
dence in having the space to spare 5o close
Highbury Comer, north London, Any fusti-
ness is soen off by the bunches of mlips,
Speaking of which, where i Ercole?

Ercole Morond, the other of tonight’s hoses,
isa Jeading florist, and =0 far he's been neither
seen nor heard. Anad thars & rariey for dhe fam-
boyant Italkan. Hes been in the kitchen since
everyone arrved, Black shin immacolately
pressed, dieto the crisp white apeon, He'’s hard
at work, serting a hine of single poppics down
the centre of the rble, preparing the Dover
sole on the range cooker, giving onders to his
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an axtravagant Mve-course moal for friends {Lop)

business partmer, Kally Ellis, who's lending a
hand. Itk an elabarate frve-cours meny, and
everything will be parmished with petals, A loe
to bate off? *No, no,” he says. “In comes nams-
rully, I ook ke this every night. Ask John,”

By 1 pm, there are tiree courses to go, bt
o ane koks hurmed - the foods sunming, the
winek flowving, Agminst Johink English rescrve,
Ercole is lrger than lifie, words coming so fest
hes losing track of whether he's speaking
English or Italian. The hours of cooking were
well worth it, but by the end of the meal, st s
litthe after 2o, it's o bong time sinee we were
in the lsbrary. A return home o bed is feeling
a liele overchee,

Errole Maorori will b ar the Howe & Garder Frie
Ciyrepi, bel O8TR 1212 525, froe 24 10 27 Frine

What's on the menu?

‘Whao's wha Ercola e, and ha'i presading
Moronl of McQueens s over what kaoks
ona of Ihe couniry's suspiciounly iy o -
leadiing Morists, and pri-arTangid
Nonight b and his partnor  stack of discs:
John Tibble, whaworks in - Goldirape's
studant support ot Gty Black Cherry
Unhversity, hne e 15 his akm af
four friends, Jaan Tiha mamant, Other than
Eghwrike, i markating {Fat, the Buddha Bar
corsultant; Kaily ERs, an  comgslations menms inin
banker and Erpole’s one nnother,
Disiness pertner: And to drink? Penty
Sortrand Piarson, the nfd;wmnslarr
gonoral managor of and then & combingtion
Prateau, a Conran of Ctes s Ahone
restaurant in Canary Vioamer with dinr:
Whar!. and Sarah tos i
Stewart-Smith, an Stylo tips Lor
FERES Wl Inrying Aawers for your
What's the occasien? mﬂﬂww’;:ﬁi
.hgh_atarsa,ésays ang bouquet, A cizster
mum.'-'ﬂ@ o aljust o singha byps and
£00 8 reason o cook colour = &y, 8 bunch of
""““"‘"r buch : rod Luips - looks better.
: I yeoou 511 wank other
‘What's cooking? i fowars; buy anosher
five-Doarse BN singho-varioty bunch for
azparagus wih loasted 3 saparate vase,
wﬁmw What's the gossip
“‘m"_“ﬁ""""‘ “We have just baen
fraiche; wild mushroom ding the fiower's for
risotio: ksmon sorbet th new Baiman ...
painte cleansen; “Rumemiber N raar s
Dover 5ok and F thiy restauwrant?
Biriish 1 imeted you
¥ over for
Andits sl o s
ﬁ"’“’i condin't gat
rid iof you ntil
rose, il ard 1he next moming™.. 1
vick potals, Soma M
P _ nmrealy inlo grasses i
pecghe, (NySSLCaNt e oot — | love tha
laznm their work at home, novenant." D ou
Mame that tune John  have & ganden® “nd 3
belitng noarest the O gardaner ™



Ercole Moroni's unique style has made

fyou had 1o conjure up a
domestic setting for: Ercole
Maoronm, the flamboyane
Iban-born design director of

contemporary florsts MoQueens, you could
bardly iimagine anywhere less Tkely than the
chssic Victorian architecture of his Naorth
London terrace, all bindings, coiling roses and
cast-iron fireplces. But Ercole loves challenges
and has managed to Keep the Vietarian
essence of the tll, tun;, five-bedroon house

he shaveswith hes parmer, John, while trming
it fnto o two-biedroom ving space full of
colot and light. It's 3 world away from
whore he grew op = a willage in Le Marcha
with mord chickens than people’ - but i
reflects his Instinctive tense of how Lo
colebrate the pleasures of everyday fife

It partly the flowers, of coirse
MeQueans, which Ercole sot up in 1991 with
business director Kally Ellis, styles projocts

for such stiry events as the Oscars and the =

him a floristry superstar, but
it's not just flowers he has a flair for, as a peek at his home shows. ..
Repart CAROLINE ATKINS Photographs SIMON BROLUIN
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A Cannes Film Festival, 35 well 25
teaching new devorees at its
London school = butit's also to do
with the clover use of space.

1 don't ke 5p.'|r_é for the sake of
it," says Ercole So why hate all those
bedrooms when you dan't need
them for sleeping in? Mich bemer o
have a first-floar libraryand separane
Bathrooms with enough space o
ek in, ‘Becatise ev’ur:;lnne should
have their own Bathroom,” he siys.

Far En:ﬂFu, his bndummn and the
library are the rnnsnmq:ruj-nnt
rooms. ‘And of cotize the kitchan,
| cask every night - 1 love real
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‘cooking,. the magic that can come

from simple ingredients.” (This s the
icded biehind the fitest MeQuesns
projoct i l'?l:h-:untury Le Marche
farmhouse that will be rented out
for holidays and courses incliding
cooking and floristry.) The kitchen =
thie foam thatseems closest 1o
Ercole’s Mediterranean roots, with
its sunflower walls, yellow ochre and
coppery brown tiles,a terracoma
floor-adjoining the original warm oak
boards; and cabinets painted the
subtle blue-green of olive feaves:
There-are plenty of contrasts
because, Ercole says, 'l couldn't

“You can’t afford new furniture
every day, but you can have new
flowers. The simpler they are, the
better, and it’s essential to get the
right scent and colour for the room’

decorate a whole hiouse in one zo,
| tike it when | come across

something perfect, and then | buy it

So'the kitchen chairs area mogture
of styles from & shnp in Camden,
and a‘cabinet in one alcove mixes
delicate japanese moacups with
bidghit glazed dishes from
Marrakech, But the whole look is
brought together by the muted but
warm, stone-coloured woodwork
that rins throughout the house,

"I planned the colours from the
start. That's why the house feels
unified, despire the differences from
roon 1o room, says Ercole.

It's these differences that make
the house so intérosting— from'the
sunny Mediterranean-style kitchien
and the rich redsand greens of the
firse-flgor library, ro the main
bedroom, where pala colours and

contemparary painted firnitne are:

offset: by, ornaté French mirrorsand
a gracious ¥Wictoran fireplace. The

Maticnal Trust paint colours Ercole
has used are well suited to the age
of the building and create stunning
backdrops for hisvast pictire
collection. Three colourful Hocknay
prints on the study landing - fantasy
landscapes miking open fields with
suburbian villas and Paltadian follies
— echo Ercole's quirky style. The
staircase i ned witll sketches of
[raliam bar scenes || couldn’t resist
them and bought the 1ot} and a pike
of black and white photographs by
Mario Giacomelli sits an the library
look just waiting to'be hung.

For Ercole, the pictures—fike the
fiowers = need to be worked ntey
the gverall designl ‘A house withour
flevweers is nathing,” he says, bucic's
essential to get the Fght scent and
calour for the reom. Which means
using cool-cokoured Hyacinths and
lily of the valley in the bathiroom — 1o
make it look lirger as well as smell
sweer —and bunches of rosemary in
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Home life
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BY LARA SARGENT

ERCOLE MORONI'S
TIPS ON...

USING FLOWERS

IN THE HOME

Buy seasonal flowers wherever
possible. Betries, utumn ledves
ind mything oran el
would wodk wel around this time
of year, 'm particularly fond of
garden Pydrangeas which make
ng Emangements. fast for
ages end tan be dried In water

Spoil yourself with scented
flowers in bedrooms and
bathrooms. White fower
piovede some of the most
amuzing scents — I'd recommer
pEpMmEs, while fydoning, iweel

bergse and Imagnodia

kL

When you've got your flowers
home always put water into a
very clean vase. A4 2 tiny &t of
| and sugar
), and then recut
and plac
mmedistely info the water. Néved

erge leded in ihe waler i

yomur flowwe

When there are so many
beautiful flowers to choose
from it's tempting to owerdo it
Try nat bo mix too many different

r colours of flower

T, K

can get it wrong by

it simphe — even
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THERE'S A TERRIFIC SENSE OF EXCITEMENT THAT
surrounds Ercole Moroni. As one half of the duo behind
floristto-thestars McQueens he's naturally enthralled
with all things floral - from the spearlike, crimson
heliconia propped up in his lounge to the lime green
spiralling seed heads in the bathroom. But Imlian-bom
Ercole also has an infectious enthusiasm for art,
photography, fashion, good food, and, of course, his home.

‘Myv home is influenced by many things, but mainly
I want it to be comfortable,’ says Ercole, who setr up
McQueens 12 years ago with fellow florist Kally Ellis.
‘I really hate houses where you have to take your shoes off
or where you can't touch a wall in case you mark it

There's no fear of either in the North London Victorian
home that Ercole has shared with his partner John for the
past seven years. Here, amid beautiful antiques, bold
paintings (mainly by British artist Anne Lynch) and squishy
seating, the vibe is friendly and fuxuricusly laidback.
Colour also plays a big part and each room has been
saturated with a Farrow & Ball National Trust hue - inky-
blue and deep terracotta in the library. pale buttery gold in
the lounge and a restful leaf green in the bathroom.

‘1 love every colour,” confesses Ercole. ‘Although there's
one exception - peach. If ] had to say a favourite colour, it
would have to be green because there are $o many
different shades.'

The house was an out and out wreck when the couple
first set eyes on it, with shocking red carpet, multicoloured
striped floorboards and even an airraid shelter in the
garden. But it had all the ingredients o excite Ercole’s
creative sensibility. '1 liked the size of the house,’ he says.
‘I lowed the fact it had lots of character and as soon as |
walked in | thought, “This is it, this is oy home™,”

Despite such kneejerk spontaneity, the decoration of
the house took an altogether more meticulous approach,

'T really hate houses
where you have to take
your shoes off or where
you can | h

1
|

e

rather like the way Ercole tackles his work. “With flowers
I take into considerarion every single element - not just
the flower jtself but the country it comes from. the
texture, the time of the year, the occasion and
the person.’ he explains. ‘It's the same with the house.
I had to remove every single element before | started
putting things back in and I never add anything unless
it's meant to be there.

It's a philosophy that has become a way of life for the
energetic [talian and earned him an Adist clientele for his
simple but stylish floristry - everyone from Gwyneth
Paltrow to the Vanity Fair Oscar Party wants a bit of
McQueens’ magic.

‘I am a real believer in technicality.' says Ercole. "For
instance, I've been cooking since [ was 10 but I'm not a
chef. 1f T did want to become a cook I'd train as a chef
seriously then start 1o create my own recipes. Even if you
do well as an amateur, sooner or later without technique
you'll stumble.”

The house was originally five bedrooms but the pair
decided to keep two and convert the others into a library,
a dressing room and an extra bathroom.

Abave: Ercole [ikes to change his house with the seasons by adding timely
flaral arrangements and intreducing new soft furnizhings.

‘I think it's the most civilised thing to have your own
bathroom,” savs Ercole, ‘It's my luxury, it’s where | do all
my preparation for the day.’

Given Ercole's love of cooking and entertaining. the
colourdrenched kitchen is another important room in
the house. With a vibrant Mediterranean spirit. it’s a mix
of bright yellow wall tiles, a huge industrial range cooker
and open shelves crammed with a medley of pots and
plates from all over the world. The beatenup wooden
refectory table. picked up at Camden Market. 15 1aid with a
spectacular berry and sea coral wood display = a nod to the
arrival of aumummn.

‘Like clothes and fashion, | love changing the house with
the seasons.” he explains. ‘I do this simply by changing the
flowers, the cushions or by lighting the fires in the winter.”

The house is now complete, though true to Ercole’s non-
stop encrgetic nature, the next project is already planned. The
loft is set 1o be converted into a huge gallery space to display
his growing collection of Mario Giacomelli photography.

Not only that, but Ercole is finishing off Casa MoQueens,
a renovated farmhouse near his nanve Marche, where
groups of 10 can experence a slice of rrue Italian culture,
including wine and olive tasting, flower arranging and
cooking from real Italian mamas.

My mind is constantly working, it's overheated with
ideas,” savs Ercole with a laugh. 'l have no problem
with artist’s block, but perhaps now and again | need to
relax. It's because | want to do so many things. My journey
is just beginning, it’s definitely not the end.” ®m

+ADDRESS BOOK

MeQueens, 126 5t John Street EC1, tel: (020) 72517 5505,
For information on courses call McQueens School on
(D200 8510 0123,
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Chuck out the tinse

It's not just bells and holly as Lesley Gillilan asks designers and other style-setters
how they will be decorating their homes this festive season

ERCOLE MORONI | a. Instend, he drows ingpiration | hyacinths in the bathroom,” he sys. [rngrance. “Every Cheistimas morning,
Contemporary florist, pletured, ) [ hls | A few amarillas odd dnshes brunt | I Hght o wood fire In my bathroom,
d 1 il er 15 o | risimas tree | open a botile of chumpa,
i nngeat bath in the uni

: frurn o pile of hing in my house at Christmn: ¥
riful [T 1 In every room he places bowls filled
ih { r fruft and splees |8
nateral, “I'm not o gl ] ol el herrios, cinnamon
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Floristry guru Ercaole
makes a perfect posy

Hay prestol A
beautiful table
display that
will be the talk
of my next

dinner party

\/ore power 10

VFLOWERS

Can anyone learn to make the humblest leaves and blooms look stylish?
Helen Lederer seeks inspiration at London's coolest flower schoaol

e've all been there. Late for Sunday
lunch, miles from any shops and in
a panic becausa we've forgotten
our floral offering. If | knew then
what | know now, | might have been able to
grab a bit of stray foliage from the kerb, fashion
the flower heads into a jam jar and maybe
shove a candle into the mélée for a stylish yet
simple statement. But at the time of crisis, |
hadn't studied at McQueens Floristry School
for my floral table display awakening.
The man behind the school is Ercole Moroni,
a passionate Italian florist who's known he
was destined to work with flowers since the
tender age of ten, And tender he is. In fact, he's
every bit the horse whisperer, as he gently but
purposefully coaxes his flowers into the most
complicated shapes.
| arrived to find a group of friendly people
assembled in a large, light room full of chunky
flowers and smelling of gorgeous coffee, Our
group was internationally represented. Two
very genteel and charming Swedish ladies
(bound to be neat), a Japanese girl (bound to
be naturally gifted) and an English part-time
sculptor (bound to be creative), Mever mind,

50 womanihome A Brand Now Attitude

we had each besn given smart notepads and
pens, which cheered me up.

| settled down to hear Ercole share his
passion about flowers and design. "Don't you
worry about being ripped off?" | piped up
(thinking about myself, of course, can happen).
“It's a compliment,” he replied philosophically,
“you have 1o bend.” This was said as a cala [y
was baing skilfully manoeuwred into a fishbowl.

We moved on to some basic ground rules,
starting with the one that you can’t mix different
cultures, So, if you find yourself using exotic
blooms, it's best not to mix them with European
roses, but if you're using roses, it's best to mix
them with European flat leaves like aspidistra
or ivy and not go for the tropical stuff. Ercole
explained that the wrong version was like having

spaghetti bolognese with chocolate sauce,
marmalade and a chermry on top.

We all nodded, desperate for more tips, 50
wea could rush home and make perfact table
displays. | was already compiling a guest list for
a dinner party to admire mine, Should | provide
food as well? Surely not - it would detract.

Then came a rather precise rule to do with
numbers, Mever use just one flower as it looks
odd. Never use two because you can't get a
3-D effect. Ercole put two flowers in front of his
eyes and waggled them like a pair of joke
alasses - yes they looked foolish, we agreed,
Apparentty, you nead five flowers to be
balanced. You can have six (that's five with one
in the micdie) or seven (as that's odd) but not
eight (don't ask), but never one, two or four, OK?

After that, anything goes, depending on the
colours, “Like what?" | asked, frantically trying
to keep up with my notes, “if it's orange and
blue, it should be more blue, since blue is cooler
and balances it out.” Of coursa, | knew that
really. Ercole charmingly added that thase
sugoestions were just advice, To him, the right
fiowers could lift a person's mood (daffs), make
a room bigger (white lilies), act as an aphrodisiac
(best experienced through his tuberose floral
candles. | have - result) and change the world.

Then we were invited to select any vase and
flowers unsupervised, This was scary. It was
ane thing to see him do it and quite another to
wrench a bit of aspidistra round a square vase.
My leaves and | didn't see eye to eye as they
kept springing back maliciousty. Then | forgot
the rules = | didn't fill the vase with water (first
thing you do) and mixed the European roses
with exotic llacs, until it was all a sorry mess.,

Thankfully, it proved a useful teaching tool
as an example of what not to do. The Swedes
wera going great guns with their roses, while my
Japanese friend had created an architectural
triumph. After a babyish request (“You do it
then?") ta the kind Ercole, my vase with cream
roses ended up looking good enough to eat.

We were all given a set of his magic square
vases fo take home and | made sure those floral
candles came with me. But why stop short at
flowers? There's a fruit and veq class to try out
next. Green fingers? They are now. wih

Visit www.mequeens.co.uk; shop: (020) 7251
5508; floristry school: (020) 8510 0123.

5 TOP TIPS FOR DIY FLOWER ARRANGING

Before you put the If you're unsure Try and growp Cut the stams to Semi-woody stem
flicwers n water, about mixing smaller flowears about twice the blcoms, swch as
ahways cut the different colours, togethar In an haeight of your hydrangeas and
slams using a it's best to stick amangemant, vasa, leaving poppies, exude a
sharp pair of to pastels so that thay savaral stems an sap that kills othar
ECiSs0rs - aragged  as these will don't gat lost inch or two longer  flowers, Seal the
edga can actually always waork amang tha for the centre of ends by holding in
siop water flow, wall togathar. bigger blooms. your arrangement.  hot water first.
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“They smile, they prickle, they
smell. And then they bow...

This ain't floristry, this is... well, what exactly? Hermione Eyre spends a day delivering bouquets to the stars

'i -\ |,o_|:1.-|t|, especially the celebrity vari-
i ety have tongues sharp as secabers,
';_1 \\HNIWr Imnlh:nutcr_l-lﬂ-
L ney flower stodio st 350 in the
mirning, severdl florists look up and cho-
s “0h, govd afbernconl”™ waspishily. They've
been there slllr;lm mrk:ir;&lﬁumidéﬁ
floar is already knee-deep x=
carded eucalypius Jeaves and beheaded
daisies - and several men in tight tops are
dashing sway with their twine and pliers,
bundling up bouwquets while jlgging o
Madanna It feels a bit like Father Christemee’s
elf Bactory, the floral Branch. | can almost see
Prudley Moore in the cornér grappling with
anoversize delphinfum. )
“Valentine's Diy, mow that really bs lke
mﬁm'mwmtﬁl;}-ﬂ]mrﬁ
“Wou got to deliver presents to all the Jovers
in |bewfmd.d befare breakfast!™ Ercole ls an
Italinn charmer, known as “Terky Evky® to
celebrity chums. He lives up to my wildest
Norist . fontasy, fliing the rode of fower
antiste bo the stars v perfection. IS not even
dmwm yet and he's fresting over his Laest plok
jpeony creation "Whene is my motbvation? |
need motiation for the
=a=  yase” then bursting koo

‘Graham Norton wounld

halkic tubernse.
ba a poppy. Kate Moss - The first drama of the
Fom i ey Kote Moss - ; "i'.h.r.:lﬁdrs‘fr ri}_lrnl of the
b weirnlid bn an orchid. m’lfﬁfﬁéﬂ
The Quean? A Vietorfan g ferried in by foral
wnidlan rosn, very l.nm]l?* ;;:rrpmm The H;l:g

cme of the long candbsoand
coffers, Ercble moans
with ibsappoiniment. “Mio dio; a death™ A
e licitous Raristy gathers round himg
the mildewed remains of a 46t
L. =Tt is Timyp, ob, Timp as o letace,”
wha. “This s my nightmane. You open
s, ol o] This is why Thave tven sloep-
shits beefiore I do the Vienfty Fair pany
mcars, Comprender™
1 cam certalnly see thal MoClueens 6 o far
1y froam your local Temen, The Mowers are
troted lioe divas They only l:‘a.'n'\.!.'] a3 conn-
witer-odairolled temperatirne of 11 degroes
!"I!lli\. way bo keep them sbeepy”) and their

v accomumeddatingly tepid. For the
1, e Rty planmers fiy over to Hack-
% e W v bhe llowers, and the hedght of
i Aol b s b a miflimietre. “Flow-
IR ey gl peiocimens,” twitters. Froole,
IR Bl Dby ik, they smell And
vl [ B Al s e, thaey bow” Kally

e i i Isalwimdd He conmpany,

well o el e rinbobdes”

s Al nmises
Wbk, | ani e ki
UL TIRCET LCimiL]
Ellina. sl o
Milbiss, il 0y
Bidilwin ddn

axtrivaet s kil
Dactnally o his Nowers fn
jrarty anel hie ke dhsem vory mie b Kate
ol il b sy o il b i wlie
o] sueh 6 dmibllag Gae
i = ki vl N @ fo, il
cararsar, @ Victorkan ganden vosn. Yery
el
Map we'vet dtenriipibod by ilie Dsi
Uik ekt ool Ehs funi
Qi i warsds fe wamil Kty Sllis 4 b
wprivnr ks, ‘Tl whal, boatling npmanid
wis i hi nludigs, T Feiniiily i
provmsel Lo Fncd s iwm 0 i wm i lis
wti s sl Ly 00 i s o bijsbiegusl
wonimnnid e velibi oo, Wiy mie aliiiien
anlily, Jum o eyplinins s I'PI patinasl

it (s s il 4 it i M (s
wnbibigars Dol ina: i b e
Revellmin il “F o'y

Nvde aglineg

[ i
il Wi

itk wibor vits miakt stand for 2 lars

b thiisl® Ble hates carnations (Cthey re-
¢ 0f Wizza Fxpress™ and he will not
rance baws “From an ey age, 1 elim-
|k | anip them off ey mother's Aowe
Vs heten insulted by people asking for
roses mnd, the worst erimae of all, glit-
1 hellthesm "G buy plastie fowers!™

His eest maments, however, inchude 5
eaiio-inen. nopegay = “red chilis in o
et lastice. I this does net geg him
woallag will” And recently, a City bro
Bed i paringg bn propnse ma Hired Fr-
ik ) cangied the penthouse of the Rerkeloy
Pl o inh poimls and candles *Tliank God,
#hie w9 wlighs Ercole. *Oniman spent
B 5 ek gamart g  lady, He prrosed ber
8 ol i, o s Banclneds of thoy
Rapule Al wh wiil ey not Wee think, was
AV b Told wor Lot b orweni™

1S 1 g om0 Belivery mlasdon, ool

I ol AN Bl iainl vii, wlibch
llﬂql.l i Ll it diisti g bilvsapmns.
W il b il il Oy baiiks ail Dump
Vlgiiing l‘l:rlrlh i s w10y iy
K e Tl bl i ik |?ﬂ'nl| Wesss
s b b wi a0 b ok
[ ml tmm:

L bl it iy o il i

i oy Marammeiiile © bimivi, ﬂb i

flower biz, as “architectarl® - while the
smaller, more tradithansl pleces got “flalfy”
posies with sprlgs of heathier nod roschipa.
We beave the bulldings casrving away the
ead ohes ~ bl anmduls ol dried up, bleached
oul has-heens, thelr water thick nnd stink-
ireg. Soon our van s dead fower halitosis.
My driver Kelley - who's warm and chatty
and a laugh a minute - tells me how fow-
of corpses all stink in their own special way,
“Ruses smell ke cabbage, aram |Bles smell
like rotting fish, Artichokes, they bubible up
like 1 bog pond. Orchids o shushy and smel)
like wee. Who zald flaristoy’s lovely, ehi®
Chir next stop 1s one of the mansions aff
hir King's Road, Wihite stucco without, and
wliite and cresm within, it has several spos-
Rem ol visnally evhoed at mantlopicos el
by & mumber of oversized display boiks,
Theese are aban white = anid diabibeom while
inf) e finsbide bo. Melley and 1 ame mwmoe
I some vahibel archdds Tecauss iy
Darvee b e s phomwally fomay i st o i
p--iheI':wuuui amil 1w w'l'ili-rmu L[TETRD
il g D g 1ee W e iy ki 1o
gyt ey b Il lﬂlifhl Iﬁl:m:-ll
“anhm:huw' Hirt prvtbe s
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Heaven scent:

lady was 1o eatch un.." lelaborse mime af
great error), “Hut they woulld ek so niee
for our reom in Willesden,” They eventu-
ally fartively bundle them Into a bin bag and
look very pleased.

Eelley flies 1o Tribeca every yoar to fill
Rabert do Niro's vases, “Ha [kes burne ar-
ange Leennndas roses, Lots of tharad too, N,
what ane they called? Candelalsras, tiags ik
There was everyone there, Kirsten Diinst,
Ellen Dunpasees. Chlod Sevigny looking very
bored, Fut we dido't do the lowers o
Cannes this year because of the itk big of
the thing going on between the U5 and
France. Which s a shame because last year
we did Pacifle blue and Hlae roses all Jiax-
tapensed v dil¥erent heighis: Very tasteful®

Fafrive back 1o the slip, where Ercobe 1s
tharving an casls taatrum. Tle grees spossy
sl ks et spangy oneigh, bie fumes, “Who
dang this®™ Flin sindl scarar, thelr londs
Kupwsl, Tt adbor dhis ksl ikssy (01, b loole
D i il s Wi i, 1 lova iy
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Celebrity florist Ercole Moroni

reveals the secret affairs and
passions of his rich and famous v

client list. By Tamsin Smith ~ b

plubritica who chooso to “say it with
Moworn” enn bo oxtromely thankful
thait their secrets are safe with
Ereale Moroni of MceGueens,
Londan's trondiest forist shop to the
stars. For whon it comes to their tanglad
private lives, his lips are sealed,
I am like n priest in a confessional,” says
Freols, 37, whose international client list
includos Graham Norton, Gwyneth Paltrow
und Jonn Colling, *Tve taken an oath never
to rovenl what my customers get up to.
Suniling Nowers is i personal thing, IFT told
wou sorme of the secreta T've bean porty to,
['dl be out of business tomorrow,”
These are astonishing stories of stars
willing to pay thousands of pounds on
, their seoret affaire, trysts and
j romankie extravagances, One
famous male, for instanee, asked
| Breole to send three bonguets -
i ane Lo his wifie, one to his
. mistreas nnd ong to his gy lover.
i "Of course, the wife's bouguet
i was the cheapest and his male
lover's the most expensive,”
irigadon Breole, who is the subject
of ITV1's Real Life: Celebrity
Florist on Monday. “Tt happons all
the time. When o famous actress
wont to hospital after an accident, her
husband and her lovoer both enme to
me Lo sand her flowers. T had to make
gure they didn't ardive at the some tHme.”
Hi discretion comes at a price.
MeGhurons houguets sturt from £50, the
average showbiz client spends £400 a time
and many wil will wplagh out £50,000 for
~ speetal oocasiona, Even though Emo!u iu
unﬂd to dealing with extravagant

pometimes ewen he can't hu-!imwm Im in

e to do, Ones o wenlthy businsimman

ik Ik b carpat (i rooflap of London’s

[bir by, Flistal with Mowirs, Losot tho

wootin foe bikin b prngass Lo bl geielriond
*hiank ol b wooeptad,” snyn Kroole,

#1 gnimwntn Bakv Divesd withy ol § AT uhe

- hpigllaili,

Ml bl vedgann aam anatn wabd
his girlfriend on Valentine's day. He bought

her fresh flowers every day until her flat '3.'.; Elton John spent on flowers, people can't dmgunr shopa like Gueel and Hermes, The
e fisll, ot she still dumped him., [ was got enough of them. A lot of my celobrity pinnacle of Ercole's year ts the Vanity Fair
xuued—umjuatﬁm:ﬂmpmr clients feel they nre essential to their Chsenr party in LA, for which he docs all the
fellow, but becnnse he was happiness and well-being, and will pay a room and table decorations,
good business for us.” lot of money for them.™ “It takeos three wesks bo prepare for, but
Criginndly in hotel One of his favourite customers, Graham  we have such fun,” he suye, “Ma and my
4 Norton, loves dramatic team are the firat there

management, Ercole quit
in the "&0a to do a
course in foristry. He
then met his business
partner, former bank
manager Kally Ellia,
41, and they opened a

ik ; ! iﬂmriﬂm&, ] Fr i t Id andﬂmhﬂlt:l;e;wllw
0 g fnd riy. We do

%= doinancond 11 TOIQ YOU SOME: 5228500 s
v table, Whereas Gwyneth arrangemonts and the

Paltrow prefers delicate (Jf the Se(l’ets fve mhm:rh;w can't

roses in pustel ghades
and Joan Collina will much it costa. I'll leave

:E.omeBQl News od o8 il be !!d :
their utu.nntng only have white e it fior you o guesa,”
denigns spre in her apartment, Eﬂ par[y tﬁ Yot Ercole réfuses to
gleCuesns, - - “They all have - F compromise his nrtistic
they co-own, is wonderful taste in their t Integrity for money.
now the most own way,” says Ercole. tB Ou Uf bUSIﬁE’SS I can't boar it," he
fashionable Moriste “Graham's n Mamboyant gasps in mock horror
in the country. iy charactor who laves bright colours and *Ome lady wanted us to do the flowers for
“Everybody extravagant designs, but he never goes over  her wodding, but her awful mother kept

the top. Gwyneth is vory feminine, glrlh,L trying to take over. She wanted fairy-lights,
and keen on the environment, so she likes vy, white carnations, trellising, the lot. It
seagonal decorations in natoral groupings”  was very Dynasty - nafl, naff, naff. In the

hoves Nooars,”
says Erecle, an
Italion who has

lived in London for Diespite what MeGQuesns makes from e¢nd [ pagsed hor details to another florist,
nearly 20 years. such well-healsd clients, the shop's biggest  They were much happier and so was L
“fnd ever sines it money-spinner is providing flowers for ® Real Lile: Celebaity Florist, Monday,

cami out how much ghowhiz events, such as the Oscars, and 1T¥1, 10.30pm.
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